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Abstract 

Nigeria is passing through serious state of insecurity as youths form 
unhealthy groups and terrorize various parts of the country. This has 
adversely affected the economic development of Nigeria. High 
unemployment rate, poverty and ignorance are the root cause of the 
terrorist’s activities in Nigeria. As a result, reformations in security 
agencies have not attended to this problem effectively. It becomes necessary 
to adopt an innovative strategy to tame this menace. It is the view of this 
paper that technical vocational education and training (TVET) can address 
this problem. Thus the paper discusses the potential of TVET to absorb and 
reform the unemployed, poor and ignorance citizens to become productive 
workforce that promotes economic development. It also illustrates that for 
TVET to achieve this task; its image must be rebranded to attract the 
citizens.  
 
One of the teething problems facing Nigeria is high unemployment, which is 

the root cause of poverty and deprivation. Federal Government noted that about 80% 
of Nigerian youths are unemployed and 10% underemployed (Daily Trust, 2008). 
Huge numbers of Nigerian College and University graduates are unemployed. This 
can be attributed, at least partly, to the neglect of technical vocational education and 
training (TVET); as most young people want to be employed in pen-pushing jobs that 
are no more available.  
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Consequently, when everybody is qualified for one kind of job in a nation, 
there will be people without jobs and many jobs without people. One thing that the 
public has overlooked is the option of creating one’s enterprise and being responsible 
for managing it and making one’s income. Borges, Addura, Medupin and Okunola 
(2003) maintained that youths – trained and untrained, educated and uneducated are 
idle and without hope of securing an occupation, even at the minimum level needed to 
survive or raise a family. They further postulated that youths respond to this situation 
by forming groups that are unhealthy to the general public. 
 

These unhealthy groups pose great threat to the peace, security and economic 
development of Nigeria. Recently, these unhealthy groups have sprung up from 
various parts of Nigeria. Most prominent among them have been the Bakasi boys and 
MASSOB (Movement for Actualization of Sovereign State of Biafara) from the 
South – East; MEND (Movement for the Emancipation of Niger Delta) from the 
South – South; OPC (Oduduwa People’s Congress) from South – West and Boko 
Haram from the North. The activities of these groups have been nothing less than 
terrorism, which has a damaging effect on the Nigerian economy. Attempts to fight 
them with force have not yielded much result. It is therefore timely to rethink a 
strategy for fighting against this menace. 

 
However, it is the view of this paper that adopting education, particularly 

TVET as a strategy will prove successful. Unfortunately one of the problems facing 
TVET in Nigeria is that of low standing (i.e. poor image). Thus, the paper suggested 
that promoting the image of TVET will attract more youths. Thereby increasing the 
army of entrepreneurs and reducing the army of terrorists. 

 
Economic Development 

Economic development generally refers to the sustained, concerted actions 
of policy makers and communities that promote the standard of living and economic 
health of a specific area (Wikipedia, 2013). Such actions can involve multiple areas 
including development of human capital, critical infrastructure, 
regional competitiveness, environmental sustainability, social 
inclusion, health, safety, literacy, and other initiatives (Wikipedia, 2013). Economic 
development therefore has to do with increasing living standards, earning power, self-
esteem needs and freedom from oppression and greater choice. Productive workforce 
holds the key to economic development and TVET holds the key to productive 
workforce. 
 
Technical Vocational Education and Training – TVET 

TVET has been chanted all over the world as a sure and effective strategy for 
empowerment and building human capital. TVET refers to those aspects of 
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educational processes involving, in addition to general education, the study of 
technologies and related sciences, as well as the acquisition of practical skills, 
attitudes, understandings and knowledge relating to occupations in various sectors of 
economic and social life (UNESCO, 2003; FRN, 2004) and UNESCO (2004) stated 
that since education is considered the key to effective development strategies, TVET 
must be a master key that can alleviate poverty, promote peace, conserve the 
environment, improve the quality of life for all and help achieve sustainable 
development.  
 

TVET is a deliberate intervention to bring about learning which would make 
people more productive in designated areas of economic activity. It has the potential 
to enhance people’s capabilities and enlarge their choices. It aims at enabling learners 
meet the needs of employers for qualified labor and/or own needs related to 
production of goods and services (Ayuba & Gatabazi, n. d.). TVET aims at 
developing not only practical skills but also attitudes and habits that make the 
recipient a creative, innovative and resourceful person. TVET is a multifaceted, 
multidisciplinary and pragmatic field of study that enhances its recipients’ relevance 
and functionality in the society (Uwaifo, 2009).   

 
Terrorism: Causes and Effects on Nigerian Economy 

The US government defined terrorism as the unlawful use of force and 
violence against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian 
population, or any segment thereof, in furtherance of political or social objectives 
(Etim-Bassey, 2006). Terrorism is a premeditated politically motivated violence 
perpetrated against non-combatant targets by subnational groups or clandestine agents 
intended to influence an audience (Krueger & Maleckova, 2003). Thus terrorism is a 
tactic, which principally seeks to drive a message from its perpetrators home through 
fear. It is ideologically or politically motivated and its high lethality impact makes it 
attractive to those who feel they have no voice or hope. 
 

Terrorism sometimes originates from hatred and manifest in hate crimes. 
Hate crimes are perpetrated against members of religious, racial, or ethnic groups 
because of their group membership, rather than their characteristics or actions as 
individuals. For instance, this is the case of Boko Haram in Nigeria where minority 
charismatic leaders advocate extreme views, which radicalize students into beliefs 
that are not consistent with mainstream Islam.  
 

Extensive literature on the economics of crimes points to poverty and lack of 
education as having connection to illegal activities especially property crimes 
(Krueger & Maleckova, 2003). Individuals are more likely to commit property crimes 
if they have lower wages or less education. With wide spread poverty in the country, 
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it becomes easy for unscrupulous politicians and religious fundamentalists to hijack 
the army of unemployed youths and employ them in terrorists’ activities. Thus as long 
as there remain poor and uneducated youths in the country, the threat of terrorists’ 
outburst will continue to be a recurring possibility. 

 
Large scale poverty and illiteracy have been adopted by the sponsors of the 

terrorists groups in recruiting their armies. Bisenz (2008) revealed that militant 
Islamic extremists use the madrasahs as vehicles for recruiting potential terrorists. 
Madrasahs are institutions where only religious instructions are offered to students 
ignoring mathematics, science and other secular subjects important for functioning in 
modern society (Stern, 2000). The madrasa religious education flourishes where there 
is limited access to western education. 
 

Youths who dropped out of school, even those who managed to pass through, 
lack skills to compete in the weak economy and tight labour market. They are found 
everywhere loitering around from dawn to dusk while battling with crushing 
unemployment. It must be acknowledged that the popular maxim, “the idle mind is 
the devil’s workshop” still holds very correct, as desperation and idleness often lead 
young people to fall prey to criminal gangs, political violence, militancy and 
extremism. For instance, MEND emerged out of frustration of unemployment and 
environmental degradation resulting to extreme poverty in that area. Likewise other 
groups, who were politically recruited and manipulated because they were bunch of 
idle youths. Participation in terrorist acts depends on the probability that it will bring 
about the desired political change and differential pay off when the aim is achieved 
versus the penalties associated with failure. Since the unemployed youths have 
nothing to do with their lives, the only option is to get involved in terrorists activities.  
 

Terrorism of any form is very unhealthy to the economic growth of any 
nation. It disrupts economic activities and leads to unwarranted destruction of life and 
properties as well as creating fearful environment unhealthy for living. Savorana 
(2011) explained that terrorists are characterized by the fact that they are supported by 
national governments, secret services, police forces, armies, technology and 
stockpiles of weapons. Savorana further revealed that they deny and hinder real 
society by limiting freedom and civil liberty, expand poverty and steal resources 
through great corruption of the ruling classes.  

 
The terrorists’ activities in Nigeria is giving the signal to the rest of the 

international community that Nigeria is not a safe and secure place for economic 
activities. Insecurity is a risk factor which investors all over the world dread, as 
security uncertainty is not only considered a bad omen for business, it sends warning 
signals to investors to take their investible fund to another country where there is 
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adequate or semblance of security (Ibeneme & Okorafor, 2013). No wonder United 
States said Nigeria has got a lot of anti- terrorism issues on hand (Ifedigbo, 2011) and 
warned her citizen not to travel to Nigeria.  
 
TVET as a Means of Fighting Terrorism 

If we cannot change the minds of those who are prepared to use violence 
against us, then the focus should be on the communities in which they operate, from 
which they draw their recruits and amongst whom they hide. Poverty and ignorance 
are the major motivating social factors fueling terrorism. Reducing ignorance and 
poverty through TVET could reduce incentives for participating in terrorism. TVET 
construct and open-minded person that makes logical decision, not ones based on 
emotions and ignorance. Prime Minister, Yousuf R. Gilani of Pakistan affirmed that 
illiteracy is the root cause of extremism and terrorism; and only promotion education 
can provide is a solid force to face the challenges (Dawn, 2011).  
 

TVET is a reliable way to break the cycle of poverty and fight terrorism. This 
is supported by the assertion of former President Olusegun Obasanjo who stated that 
TVET with its relevant practical training component holds the key to Nigeria 
becoming technologically relevant and internationally competitive in the world 
market. He continued that TVET is also the most effective means of empowering the 
citizenry to stimulate sustainable national development, enhance employment, 
improve the quality of life, reduce poverty, limit the incidence of social vices due to 
joblessness and promote a culture of peace, freedom and democracy (Federal Ministry 
of Education, 2000). El Querido (2009) explained that without education, children of 
poor families get married at young age, if not involved in crime; the married 
uneducated couples produce uneducated children. Thereby expanding the cycle of 
poverty and producing terrorists who are angry at the world thinking that the West is 
responsible for their suffering. 

 
The use of education seems a better option than the use of force in fighting 

terrorism. It is acceptable to increase home security for safety and the welfare of the 
generation to come. Yet there is need to preserve the human rights and individual’s 
liberty. It must be acknowledged that the problem certainly is capturing the individual 
terrorist, dismantling their network, arresting and neutralizing those who finance, arm 
and aid terrorism. This entails integrating people without stripping them of their 
identity or giving them impression that the integration is a form of armed robbery. 
But this is the integration of the people who have been left out in the process of 
development of the modern world. 
 

The case of MEND can vividly illustrate this fact. All government efforts to 
fight MEND with force could not yield any positive result as have been experienced 
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since the amnesty program. This was already predicted by Etim-Bassey (2006) that 
MEND can easily be dissuaded from fighting through basic capacity and institutional 
development response initiatives, such as education, limited empowerment and 
provision of basic social services and amenities. According to Etim-Bassey, this will 
prove more cost effective and sensible and will definitely nip this “terrorism 
quagmire” in the bud. This is also buttressed in the view of Bisenz (2008) that “ if we 
could have the $1 million for purchase of one Tomahawk cruise missile dropped on 
the Taliban converted to education assistance, we could strike a serious blow on 
terrorism”. 
 

Girls education is a mighty sword in the war on terrorism (Mortonsen cited in 
Bisenz, 2008). Educating women may be an effective way to combat poverty and 
ignorance. Fapohunda (2011) affirmed that empowering women is empowering 
humanity. Women are the pivot of the family and the first teacher of their children. 
The more educated women are the more likely they are able to train their children to 
become functional and well-meaning citizens. Mbelle and Katabaro (2003) cited in 
Oyebade (2006) reported that countries that have equalized their educational 
achievement for men and women have on the average grown faster and that 
externalities of women’s schooling are higher than those of men. 
 

However, as was pointed out earlier in this paper, there are many educated 
but unemployable graduates in Nigeria.  This is simply because they were trained for 
pen-pushing jobs that are no more available. Unfortunately, TVET that can correct 
this abnormality is not attracting adequate attention. The consequence of this situation 
was expressed by Dike (2005) that the apparent neglect of TVET in Nigeria is a major 
factor to the high unemployment, rising restiveness and poverty amongst youths.  

 
TVET has suffered from low standing. It is no longer news that for years 

TVET is regarded as career path for less academically endowed. Lack of elaborate 
advocacy and sensitization has led to misconception by end users. Billet (2009) 
argued that dealing with TVET is as though its contributions are not fully appreciated 
or understood and its status is shaped by societal views and sentiments about the 
learning of vocational knowledge. Hitherto, secondary education is bias towards the 
traditional literacy and academic subjects, resulting in the neglect and lack of respect 
for TVET. Parents and learners resisted streaming into TVET programs at the upper 
secondary school due to erroneous stigmatization of the so called non-academic 
course (technical and business). 

 
For many Parents and students, TVET still remains a second class education 

mostly in developing nations. In 1999, the percentage TVET enrolment in the world 
at the secondary school level was 11%; out of which developed countries recorded 
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18%, countries in transition recorded 9% and developing countries 9%. In 2007 the 
figures stood at 10% (world), 16% (developed countries), 13% (countries in 
transition) and 9% (developing countries) (UNESCO-UIS, 2009). In Nigeria, only 
3.6% of senior secondary school students were enrolled in TVET in 2005 (Federal 
Government of Nigeria, FGN, 2009); and 3% out of 166000 enrolled in TVET in 
2007 (UNESCO-UIS, 2009). On the average, FME (2009) reported a 2.5% 
enrollment in TVET at the secondary level as against the modest NPE target of 20% 
or 84% target of the Roadmap for Nigerian Education sector. 

 
Promoting TVET will involve overcoming negative cultural perceptions 

regarding entrepreneurship, which is often seen as something to be engaged in only 
by those who have failed in other ventures. The poor image of TVET has made it less 
attractive to youths, parents and even the public. This is further demonstrated by the 
inadequate fund and attention given to TVET on the part of government. For instance, 
available data indicate that 20.9%, 7.1% and 13% of total expenditures on education 
in 2003, 2004 and 2005 respectively went to the NBTE of which 39.2%, 83.6% and 
78.4% of yearly budget appropriations to NBTE in the same years were actually spent 
(OECD, 2008). This calls for a rethink on building the image of TVET if we must 
successfully suppress terrorism and promote economic development. 

 
Terrorism, TVET and Economic Development: The Linkage 
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Figure 1: The position of TVET in Fighting Terrorism and Enhancing Economic 
Development 

The flock of human capital needed to transform a nation to economic super-
power is generated via functional education, as provided by TVET (Eze & Okorafor, 
2012). The main purpose of TVET is to provide skilled manpower in applied science, 
engineering technology and commerce to operate, maintain and sustain a nation’s 
economic activities for rapid socio-economic development. TVET is a type of 
education specially designed to meet the economic and social needs for young people 
and adults to acquire competencies and raise performance standards on different 
levels. It addresses the immediate needs of its host community. Its philosophy is built 
on imparting specialized skills and knowledge, as well as instilling social and political 
skills and behavior patterns essential for successful economic activities. TVET 
prepares its recipients to be functional citizens, who will always be flexible to adjust 
appropriately to the dynamic society via engagement in industrial activities, small 
business or subsistence work. It evaluates the trend of technological development and 
ensures that its recipients are adequately equipped to live and contribute effectively in 
the dynamic world. TVET is designed in various forms to accommodate those in need 
of: 
1. initial entry competence for initial employment or starting up own-business 
2. Upgrade training for advancement in work/enterprise and keeping pace with 

dynamic technology and work environment 
3. Retraining for finding new employment or starting up new enterprise 
4. Remedial training for readjustment into the labour force and the society 

 
Therefore, if TVET is made very attractive, it will draw great multitude, which 

will turn out in the longrun to a productive workforce that will make the economy to 
flourish. It will also drastically reduce the armies of unemployed, ignorant and poor 
from where terrorism draws its perpetrators to depress the economy.  

 
Building the Image of TVET: The Way Forward 

TVET has not received adequate attention because of misconception of its 
objectives. The public has developed poor attitude toward TVET, regarding it as the 
last option for those who cannot do well in academic field. Fortunately in recent 
years, governments have come to appreciate the crucial role of TVET in developing 
the economy and are now renewing interest in TVET. Despite all policies chanted on 
TVET, it has not recorded adequate enrolment due to the long time stigmatization. It 
is the opinion of this paper that effective public relation system has the potential to 
rebuild the image of TVET and thus advocates that it should be integrated in TVET 
programme. When it comes to attracting public – private partnership, 
adequate/unbiased gender enrolment and favorable government policy and funding, 
public relation is central to actualizing this. 
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Public relation will ensure that the real philosophy and objectives of TVET 
are effectively communicated to the public. This will help to generate goodwill, 
create, maintain and protect TVET reputation, enhancing its prestige and presenting 
favorable image. Johnston (2011) affirmed that a company’s (TVET in this case) 
reputation is paramount to its success if not its survival. That means there is growing 
recognition of the need to foster a good reputation by developing positive relationship 
with various public. If publics are the group TVET relies on for success, it is 
dangerous to neglect them.  
 

People form opinions about TVET whether or not attempts are made to 
interpret what TVET does. Public relations by establishing relationship between 
TVET and its key audiences will make the public think favorably about TVET and 
what it has to offer. If TVET must gain its esteemed position and role in the 
educational system and development strategies in Nigeria, public relation is 
indispensible in rebranding its image.  
 

Public relation is a veritable tool to create and renew the visibility of TVET 
products and services. It can form liaison with industries, trade unions, press and 
government agencies to guarantee smooth implementation. It is crucial in lobbying, 
where in one is required to raise public consciousness and influence its opinion so as 
to push policy makers in to taking decision which are in favor of TVET. Through 
public relation, the gender stereotype militating against TVET can be neutralized, by 
educating the public on the fact that girls can do as good as boys in TVET.  
 

When it comes to rebranding the image of TVET, public relation is the star 
quarterback. It relinquishes control over exactly what will be said thereby making a 
powerful tool in establishing credibility in mind of the public. When we find a 
product or service we connect with, we want to tell everyone about it. We tell our 
friends, they tell their friends and so on. This is what public relation does, creating a 
buzz. Thus the information comes through all objective third party media. This builds 
trust and attracts the right candidates. 
Other measures include: 
1. Nigerian government to prioritize TVET as one of the development strategies 
2. TVET institutions to be revisited and upgraded to keep pace with technological 

development 
3. Incentives such as scholarship or grants for establishing own enterprise, to be 

given to graduates of TVET especially female students. 
 

Conclusion 
There is high rate of unemployment. This has contributed to the alarming rate 

of crime and insecurity in Nigeria, which also has affected the economic development 
of the nation negatively. TVET is that aspect of education that must be adapted to 
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respond to this menace. TVET has the capacity to rehabilitate the maladjusted youths 
as well as capacitate future generation by equipping them with saleable skills to be 
job creator instead of job seekers. Therefore there is great need to promote the image 
of TVET to attract these youths for their capacity building. This is very feasible 
through effective public relation in TVET. 
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